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§ 30.28 When may the Secretary offset 
before completing the procedures 
under §§ 30.22–30.27? 

(a) The Secretary may offset before 
completing the procedures otherwise 
required by §§ 30.22–30.27 if: 

(1) Failure to offset would substan-
tially prejudice the Government’s abil-
ity to collect the debt; and 

(2) The amount of time remaining be-
fore the payment by the United States 
which is subject to offset does not rea-
sonably permit completion of the pro-
cedures under §§ 30.22–30.27. 

(b) If the Secretary offsets under 
paragraph (a) of this section, the Sec-
retary: 

(1) Promptly completes the proce-
dures under §§ 30.22–30.27 after initi-
ating the offset; and 

(2) Refunds any amounts recovered 
under the offset that are later found 
not to be owed to the United States. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1221e–3(a)(1) and 1226a– 
1, 31 U.S.C. 3716(b)) 

§ 30.29 What procedures apply when 
the Secretary offsets to collect a 
debt owed another agency? 

The Secretary may initiate offset to 
collect a debt owed another Federal 
agency if: 

(a) An official of that agency cer-
tifies in writing: 

(1) That the debtor owes a debt to the 
United States; 

(2) The amount of the debt; and 
(3) That the agency has complied 

with 4 CFR 102.3; and 
(b) For offsets under 31 U.S.C. 3716, 

the Secretary makes an independent 
determination that the offset meets 
the standards under § 30.21(a)(2). 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1221e–3(a)(1) and 1226a– 
1, 31 U.S.C. 3716(b)) 

§ 30.30 What procedures apply when 
the Secretary requests another 
agency to offset a debt owed under 
a program or activity of the Depart-
ment? 

(a) The Secretary may request an-
other Federal agency to offset a debt 
owed under a program or activity of 
the Department if the Secretary cer-
tifies in writing to the other Federal 
agency: 

(1) That the debtor owes a debt to the 
United States; 

(2) The amount of the debt; and 
(3) That the Secretary has complied 

with 4 CFR 102.3. 
(b) Before providing the certification 

required under paragraph (a) of this 
section, the Secretary complies with 
the procedures in §§ 30.20–30.27. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1221e–3(a)(1) and 1226a– 
1, 31 U.S.C. 3716(b)) 

§ 30.31 How does the Secretary apply 
funds recovered by offset if mul-
tiple debts are involved? 

If the Secretary collects more than 
one debt of a debtor by administrative 
offset, the Secretary applies the recov-
ered funds to satisfy those debts based 
on the Secretary’s determination of 
the best interests of the United States, 
determined by the facts and cir-
cumstances of the particular case. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1221e–3(a)(1) and 1226a– 
1, 31 U.S.C. 3716(b)) 

IRS TAX REFUND OFFSET PROCEDURES 

§ 30.33 What procedures does the Sec-
retary follow for IRS tax refund off-
sets? 

(a) If a named person owes a debt 
under a program or activity of the De-
partment, the Secretary may refer the 
debt for offset to the Secretary of the 
Treasury after complying with the pro-
cedures in §§ 30.20–30.28, as modified by 
this section. 

(b) Notwithstanding § 30.22(b), the no-
tice sent to a debtor under § 30.22 in-
forms the debtor that: 

(1) The debt is past due; 
(2) The Secretary intends to refer the 

debt for offset to the Secretary of 
Treasury; 

(3) The debtor has an opportunity to: 
(i) Inspect and copy Department 

records regarding the existence, 
amount, enforceability, or past-due 
status of the debt; 

(ii) Obtain a review within the De-
partment of the existence, amount, en-
forceability, or past-due status of the 
debt; 

(iii) Enter into a written agreement 
with the Secretary to repay the debt; 
and 

(4) The debtor must take an action 
set forth under paragraph (b)(3) by a 
date specified in the notice. 
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